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Abstract

This study investigates Somalia’s geopolitical transformation from a strategic
blessing into a geopolitical curse, driven by internal fragility and complex regional
and international dynamics. The research is significant as Somalia occupies a
highly sensitive location along global maritime trade routes near the Bab al-
Mandab Strait and the Horn of Africa, making it a focal point of competition
among regional powers such as Ethiopia, Kenya, Egypt, Turkey, the United Arab
Emirates, and Qatar, as well as global actors including the United States, China,
Russia, and the European Union. The study employs a geopolitical approach
combined with descriptive—analytical, historical, and foresight methodologies to
assess how intersecting interests impact Somalia’s national security. Findings
reveal that the absence of strategic depth and geopolitical awareness among
Somali elites, coupled with weak state institutions, has turned geography into a
liability rather than a strength. The study proposes future scenarios and a
strategic vision aimed at enabling Somali policymakers to transform the country’s
location into a geostrategic asset that enhances national security and internal

stability instead of remaining a geopolitical curse.

Key Words: Somalia, Geopolitics, National Security, Horn of Africa, Bab al-
Mandab, Intersection of Regional Interests, Strategic Depth, Gray Zone, Soft

Environment.
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1- 5 Major Ports of Somalia, https://www.marineinsight.com/know-

more/S—-major—ports—of-somalia.

2- Washington Post. (Abandoning Somalia again will empower terrorists)
June 1, 2025

https: //www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/06/01 /somalia—

mogadishu—al-shabab-africa—africom/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

3- CSIS) Blowing the Horn: How the United States Can Reclaim the
Strategic Initiative in the Bab al Mandeb.

https://www.csis.org/analysis /blowing—horn—-how-united—states—can—

reclaim—strategic—initiative—bab—al-mandeb?utm_source=chatgpt.com

4—- Somalia offers US exclusive control of air bases, ports. By Reuters

March 28, 2025 , https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/somalia—offers—

us—exclusive—control-air-bases—ports-2025-03-

28/?utm_source=chatgpt.com.

44 aT))


https://www.aljazeera.net/author/gadorah
https://qiraatafrican.com/26318/%d8%b9%d9%88%d8%af%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%af%d9%8f%d9%91%d8%a8%d9%91-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%b3%d9%8a-%d8%a5%d9%84%d9%89-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%82%d8%b1%d9%86-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a5%d9%81%d8%b1%d9%8a%d9%82/
https://www.marineinsight.com/know-more/5-major-ports-of-somalia
https://www.marineinsight.com/know-more/5-major-ports-of-somalia
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/06/01/somalia-mogadishu-al-shabab-africa-africom/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/06/01/somalia-mogadishu-al-shabab-africa-africom/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.csis.org/analysis/blowing-horn-how-united-states-can-reclaim-strategic-initiative-bab-al-mandeb?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.csis.org/analysis/blowing-horn-how-united-states-can-reclaim-strategic-initiative-bab-al-mandeb?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/somalia-offers-us-exclusive-control-air-bases-ports-2025-03-28/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/somalia-offers-us-exclusive-control-air-bases-ports-2025-03-28/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/somalia-offers-us-exclusive-control-air-bases-ports-2025-03-28/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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5- US-China Rivalry in the Horn: Is Somaliland the Next Taiwan?
https://hornreview.org/2025/03 /277 Jus—china-rivalry—in—the—horn—-is-

somaliland-the—next-taiwan/?utm_source=chatgpt.com.

6— Somalia Deepens Ties with Russia: Strategic Motives and Global
Implications June 14, 2025

7- https://lansinginstitute.org/2025/06/14/somalia—deepens—ties—with—
russia—strategic—-motives—and—global-
implications/?utm_source=chatgpt.co

8- Why are Russia and Somalia forging a strategic alliance?

9- https://www.caasimada.net/why-russia—and-somalia—are—forging—a-
strategic—alliance/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

10— The European Union and the Federal Republic of
Somaliahttps://www.eeas.europa.eu/somalia/european—union—and-

federal-republic—somalia_en?utm_source=chatgpt.com

AT


https://hornreview.org/2025/03/27/us-china-rivalry-in-the-horn-is-somaliland-the-next-taiwan/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://hornreview.org/2025/03/27/us-china-rivalry-in-the-horn-is-somaliland-the-next-taiwan/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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